MYSORE LAWYERS

"Let them (Mysore lawyers) remember Thoreau^s saying
that possession of riches is a crime and poverty a virtue under
an unjust administration.  This is an eternal maxim for
satyagrahls"

Several Mysore lawyers, who had taken part in the
Mysore satyagraha struggle,, have been disbarred by the
Mysore Chief Court. The last victim is Shri H. C. Da-
sappa, a most respected Mysoiean and a practitioner of
twenty years5 standing. Serious as the disbarring of a
member belonging to a liberal profession must be, such
cases have happened before now on insufficient or purely
political grounds. Such injustices have to be borne with
resignation and fortitude. But the order of the Chief
Judge in Shri Dasappa's case, as reported in The Hindu,
has made for me most painful reading. Shri Dasappa
bad the hardihood to defy a magistrate's order not to
address meetings in a part of Mysore, and had the equal
hardihood under my instructions to advise satyagrahi pri-
soners to boycott the departmental inquiry by Justice
Nagesvara lyer. For these grave offences, Sbri Dasappa
has been disbarred for ever. He will be reduced to
penury, if the Judges could help it and if their verdict has
any potency beyond the paper on which it is "written.
Shri Dasappa becomes a man without a character to be
despised and shunned by society. I happen to kno-w
Shri Dasappa personally. I hold him to be a man of spot-
less character and unimpeachable honesty. He has been
manfully striving to practise non-violence to the best of
bis ability. He has done what many patriot lawyers or
no k-wyers have done in British India. And now-a-days
the Judges take no notice of their conduct, and the public
have made of them heroes. Advocate Bh-ulabhai has
been Advocate-General of the Bombay High Court. He